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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This communication is in response to application No. 09/659,680 filed 09/1 1/00, pending claims 
1-12 have been examined as hereby set forth. 

2. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d). 
The certified copy has been filed of Japanese Patent Application No. 2000-208875, filed on July 10, 2000. 

3. Claim 1 recites the clause or limitation "said interface and said wireless communication" in lines 
9-11. Claim 4, recites the clause or limitation "even at said non-activation time" in lines 24-25. Claim 4 
recites the clause or limitation i: said non-activation time" on lines 24-25. Claim 5 recites the clause 
"which memory" on line 14. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
Correction is required. 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 (A1PA) 
and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply 
when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an international application filed 
before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

5. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Fiske U.S. Patent No. 
6,324,692. 

Regarding claim 1, Fiske teaches substantial features of the invention as claimed teaching a computer 
system network (Fig. 4) comprising a computer (400) having a wireless communication function (480) for 
being managed by a computer terminal (500), including 



Application/Control Number: 09/659.680 (OMIZO) 
Art Unit: 2142 



Page 2 



a wireless communication interface (480) for wirelessly communicating with remote computer or 
host terminal (500) (col 6/lines 39-67); 

software (450) ("system management controller) for performing system management functions 
(e.g. performing software upgrades from a remote host) management functions (col 3/lines 63 -col 4/lines 
34) instructed by said remote host or computer terminal (col 3/lines 29-44) communicatively coupled to 
the computer (400) via said wireless communication interface. 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not he obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 2 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fiske in view of 
Sakurai et. al. U.S. Patent No. 5,363,229 (Sakurai hereafter). 

Regarding claim 2, Fiske does not explicitly teach the features in this claim; 

Sakurai teaches a system/method relating a computer system (e.g. local area network) 
communicating over a wireless communication medium (col 1/lines 5-41), including a computer (62) 
storing information about itself (identification set therein see col 2/lines 13-15, self identification see col 
3/lines 45-46); 

detecting coincidence (5 of Fig. 1) between information within a received signal ("request 55 ) sent 
from a computer or terminal (61) and said information about itself stored (col 2/lines 13-15, col 3/lines 
65-col 4/line 19); 

returning to said terminal (61) a response indicating that said computer receiving said received 
signal is communicating with (i.e. ''connected' 5 ) with said terminal (col 4/lines 50-64) via a wireless 
communication interface (wireless receiving/transmitting wireless interfaces 1/9 of Fig. 1) (col 1/lines 30- 
41, col 3/lines 38-39, 60-62). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the time the invention was made 
given Fiske suggestion where a managed computer communicates with a managing terminal indicating 
the said computer is communicating with said terminal and thereby performing managing functions as 
initiated and overseen by the managing terminal to include Sakurafs teachings for including command, 
identifying and status information in the wireless transmission packet, thereby enabling a receiving 
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terminal perform the detection and responding steps disclosed above. Motivation would be to enable 
wireless communication with specific computers among a plurality of computer for performing managing 
operations remotely. 

Regarding claim 12, this system management method is associated and substantially the same as 
computer system claims 1-2 when combined, thereby same rationale of rejection is applicable. 

8. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fiske in view of Sakurai in 
further view of MacConnell U.S. Patent No. 5,398,280. 

Regarding claim 3, neither Fiske nor Sakurai teach displaying a connection status. 

MacConnell teaches a system/method relating communication between terminals for managing 
terminals remotely (abstract), including a display (Fig. 3, col 17/lines 29-37) for displaying an indication 
returned to managing computer indicating that a terminal is communicating (i.e. "connected") with 
another terminal, said display when a response indicating that that connection is established (col 5/lines 
36-48, col 7/lines 36-56, col 26/lines 40-56). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the time the invention was made 
given the suggestion of where a managed computer communicates with a managing terminal indicating 
the said computer is communicating with said terminal and thereby performing managing functions as 
initiated and overseen by the managing terminal to include MacConnell : s teachings for communicating 
via a wireless communication interface capable of wireless communication with said terminal including a 
displayed connection indication, as taught by MacConnell. Motivation to combine the above teachings 
would be to configure a computer system with means for detecting coincidence between said computer 
system's address and the address received in a wireless communication message, enabling a computer 
system to respond to broadcast wireless communication received over an wireless communication 
interface, as taught by MacConnell. enabling Fiske's system to support wireless communication. 

9. Claims 4-7, and 9-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cromer et. 
al. U.S. Patent No. 6,334, 147 in view of Cromer et. al. U.S. Patent No. 6,334, 150 (referred to as Cromer- 1 
and Cromer-2 respectively). 
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Regarding claim 4, Cromer- 1 teaches substantial features of the invention as claimed, teaching a 
systenVmethod including the following elements of Figs. 1-2; 

a communication interface (234) of computer system (104) capable of communication with a 
managing server terminal (100) (interface see col 4/lines 65-col 5/line 2, communication capable see col 
5/lines 46-51); 

system management controller (300) connected to said communication interface (234), said 
controller performing system management (e.g. initial setting configuration) commanded by said 
terminal (col 6/lines 4-39 and col 3/lines 7-48, 53-55), communication between said terminal and 
computer through said wireless communication with said terminal via said interface (col 5/lines 45-59); 
and 

a system management bus (238) (col 5/lines 60-col 7/line 3), said bus is directly or indirectly 
connected to various information storing means (242 and 325) of said computer system, and where said 
bus is operable even at said non-activation time of said computer system (col 6/line 32-39); 

said system management controller (300) including an information access means for 
writing/reading out information on said information storing means, via said system management bus, 
based on said commanded request from said terminal, when receiving a request for performing said 
information access means on said information storing means of said computer (col 6/lines 4-31); 
however does not teach wherein said interface for communicating with said terminal is wireless capable; 

Cromer-2 teaches a wireless communication interface (328) of a computer system (104) capable 
of wireless communication with a managing server terminal (100) (interface 328 see col 6/lines 44-50 and 
col 3/lines 65-col 4/line 5); a system management controller (300) connected to said wireless 
communication interface (328) via a system management bus (238) (see Fig. 2); said system management 
controller (300) performing system management operation commanded by said server terminal (col 
6/lines 26-36). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the time the invention was made 
given the suggestions of Cromer- 1 for managing a computer system by a terminal in any type of network 
communicating over any type of data communication channel or using the highest performance 
connection technology between the server terminal and computer system, to utilize Comer-2 : s teachings. 
Motivation would be to enable the managed computer system with wireless communication interface 
means for receiving wireless communication from the remote managing computer terminal. 

Regarding claim 5, Cromer- 1 on Fig. 2 teaches a system comprising: 
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a bridge (212) connected to said system management bus (238) (Cromer- 1 see Fig. 2); 

a non-volatile memory writable (242) for storing a basic input/output system program (col 4/lines 
42-45), said non-volatile memory writable is connected to said bridge (212) and said system management 
bus (23S) (Cromer- 1 see Fig. 2), 

said information access means of said system management controller gaining access to said 
non-volatile memory via said system management bus (Cromer- 1 see col 6/lines 4-12) only at said 
non-activation time of said computer system (Cromer- 1 see col 6/lines 32-39). 

Regarding claim 6, Cromer- 1 on Fig. 2 teaches a system comprising; a first bus (202) and a second bus 
(208), wherein a CPU (200) is connected to said first bus (202); a first bridge (204) to which said first bus 
(202), said second bus (208), and a main memory (206) that is one of said various information storing 
means (242) are connected (see Fig. 2); a second bridge (212) mutually connecting said second bus (208) 
and said system management bus (238) (see Fig. 2); 

said information access means of said management controller for accessing said main memory 
via said system management bus, said second bridge, said second bus, and said first bridge, under control 
of said CPU at said activation time of said comp uter system (col 3/lines 29-41). 

Regarding claim 7, Cromer- 1 on Fig. 2 teaches a system comprising; a first bus (202) and a second bus 
(208), wherein a CPU (200) is connected to said first bus (202); a first bridge (204) mutually connecting 
said first bus (202) and said second bus (208) (see Fig. 2); a second bridge (212) to which said second bus 
(208), said system management bus (238), and a fixed disk drive (222) that is one of said various 
information storing means are connected (Fig. 2) (col 4/lines 8-33); said information access means of said 
system management controller gaining access to said disk drive (222) via said system management bus 
and said second bridge, under control of said CPU, at said activation time of said computer system (col 
4/lines 8-33). 

Regarding claim 9, this claim applies the functions above discussed on claim 8, further with respect to a 
second Bridge and disk drives (Cromer- 1, elements 212 and 222 of Fig. 2 respectively), disk drives 
discussed on claims 6-7, same rationale of rejection is applicable. 

Regarding claim 10, this claim is the computer management system associated with the computer system 
claim 1 and substantially the same, further having a plurality of computer system, thereby same rationale 
of rejection is applicable. 
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Regarding claim 11, LAN network (Cromer- 1 see col 3/lines 56-col 4/line 7) where managing server 
computer communicates with system management controller as discussed on claim 4, same rationale of 
rejection is applicable. 

10. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 US.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cromer- 1 in view of 
Cromer-2 in further view of Maruyama et. al. U.S. Patent No. 5,463,663. 

Regarding claim 8, however the above-mentioned prior art does not teach means ("abnormal time 
interface'') for connecting components in a reset period ("abnormal time") of a computer; 

Maruyama teaches a system/method related to a computer management system, including turning 
on a signal path of a control signal mutually sent between component electrically connected to a system 
bus of a back wiring board (SM-BWB) (col 1/lines 44-col 2/line 4 and col 5/lines 7-13), re-starting the 
operation of internal circuits of the components to operating conditions when the control signal is 
received (reset signal) (col 4/lines 45-48 and col 5/lines 40-50), wherein reset actions for the internal 
circuits of the component are performed, reset actions are finished after a prescribed time (col 7/lines 2- 
1 5), wherein a control signal is supplied by the resetted component to another component via said system 
bus (SM-BWB) and the signal path (instruction information) of control signal in the other component is 
changed to the low level, i.e. as to be accessible to the other component via the control signal on the 
system bus (col 7/lines 48-col 8/line 10); 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the time the invention was made 
given the suggestion of Cromer- 1 wherein upon a reset typically access to the main memory containing 
the BIOS for controlling the basic operation of the hardware is performed, to utilize Maruyama's 
teachings for connecting components via an operable communication path through the system 
management bus. The combined teachings would enable one ordinary skilled in the art to implement 
means ("abnormal time access interface") for connecting the main memory to said management bus at 
an powered off period of time "non-activation time" for accessing the BIOS or initialization settings on 
other memories ("information storing means") accessible via the system management bus ; such as those 
taught by Cromer including disk drives, programmable, random access memories. Motivation to 
combine the teachings of Maruyama with would to restart operation between computer components 
accessible via the system bus without interrupting the operation of other components. 
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Pertinent Prior Art: 

1 1 . The following prior art made of record and not relied upon are considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Pertinence is presented in accordance with MPEP§ 707.05. Copies of documents cited will be 
provided as set forth in MPEP§ 707.05(a): 

U.S. Patent No. 5,398,280 (03-1995) 

MacConnell teaches a system/method related to communication between terminals for managing 
a computer by a computer terminal remotely including a wireless communication interface capable of 
wireless communication with said terminal; computers storing their address for detecting coincidence 
between their address and the address of a received message broadcast over a wireless communication 
medium, and returning a response to said received message when said coincidence is determined and 
displaying that said computer is connected to said terminal on a display when a response indicating that 
said computer system is connected to said terminal is returned to said terminal. 

US. Patent No. 5,974,238 (10-1999) 

Chase, Jr. teaches communication between a computer system and a terminal, including a 
wireless communication interface capable of wireless communication with said terminal and performing 
system management between said terminal and said computer system through said wireless 
communication. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Prieto, B. whose telephone number is (703) 305-0750. The Examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday-Friday from 6:00 to 3:30 p.m. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the Examiner's Supervisor, Jack B. Harvey can be reached on (703) 305-9705. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 
Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3800/4700. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to the Central Fax Office: 

(703) 872-9306, for Official communications and entry; 

Or Telephone: 

(703) 306-563 1 for TC 2100 Customer Service Office. 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, Arlington 
VA, Fourth Floor (Receptionist), further ensuring that a receipt is provided stamped "TC 2100". 




B. Prieto 
TC2I00 
Patent Examiner 
February 28, 2004 



